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unhappy sisters in a population of 20,000, there may be 52,50,000
in all India. But I flatter myself with the belief that four fifths of
the population of India, which live in the villages and are purely
agricultural, are not touched by the vice. The lowest figure for
all India would therefore be 10,50,000 women living on the sale
of their own honour. Before these unfortunate sisters could be
weaned from their degradation, two conditions have to be fulfilled.
We men must learn to control our passions, and these women
should be found a calling that would enable them to earn an
honourable living. The movement of non-co-operation is no-
thing, if it does not purify us and restrain our evil passions* And
there is no occupation but spinning and weaving which all can
take up without overcrowding. These sisters, the vast majority
of them, need not think of marriage. They agreed that they could
not. They must therefore become the true sannjasinis of India,
Having no cares of life but of service, they can spin and weave to
their heart's content. One million fifty thousand women deli-
gently weaving every day for eight hours means that number of
rupees per day for an impoverished India. These sisters told me
they earned as much as two rupees per day, But then they ad-
mitted, that they had many things needed to pander to man's lust,
which they could discard when they took to spinning and weaving,
reverting to a natural life. By the time I had finished with my
interviews, they knew without my telling them, why they could
not be office-bearers in Congress Committees if they did not give
up their sinfulness. None could officiate at the altar of swaraj, who
did not approach it with pure hands and a pure heart,
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49.   REPRESSION IN SIND
The following note1 was prepared at the end of June by
Mr. Ghanshyam Jethanand Shivdasani2, and like the others has
lain with me unattended to during my wanderings. The reader is
familiar with the Matiari shooting, and the trial and convictions
of Swami Krishnanand3 and others, which took place after June.
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1 Published in Toung India, 15-9-1921 and 22-9-1921; not reproduced here.
2 Deputy Leader, Sind Congress Assembly Party; Secretary, Lok Sevak
Mandal, Bombay
3 Vide "A Mock Trial9*, 25-8-1921; also Appendix I.